
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Ash Class 

Autumn 1 2018 

Welcome Back 
Welcome back to the start of what promises to 

be another fantastic school year! The children 

have already made a super start to the year 

and have settled in brilliantly to Ash Class. It is 

wonderful to see how grown up our year 2 boys 

and girls look after the summer holiday and our 

new year 1 children are also looking very grown 

up in their new setting. I am sure that they are 

all going to live up to the title of ‘Amazing Ash’. 

We are very lucky to have 2 adults working with 

us in Ash class this year. Mrs Baker will 

continue to work with the children and we also 

welcome Mrs Ferguson to team Ash 

Learning Journey 
This term our topic is called “Oh I do like to be 

beside the seaside!” This will be the theme of our 

learning journey all the way up until February half 

term and promises to be lots of fun! 

To begin, we will be learning about the human and 

physical features of the seaside. We will be 

discussing what we might find at the seaside and 

putting our ideas together to write a postcard telling 

family and friends about the things we have seen. 

We will try our hand at building sandcastles and 

thinking about which materials are the best for 

building a house to for a mermaid. Please let Mrs 

Wilson know if you have any building expertise that 

you would be able to share with Ash class.  PE 

PE will be taught on a Tuesday and Thursday 

this term so please make sure your child has 

their kit in school on these days. Your child has 

received a fantastic new red PE top which will 

help to make our children look smart during 

their PE lessons and related activities. 

This year we are very excited to be teaching a 

new PE scheme called ‘Real PE’. This is a 

unique and child-centred approach to the 

teaching of PE which is designed to engage 

and support every child. The scheme develops 

a the key abilities children need to be 

successful within PE, sport and across the 

curriculum. This term we will be focussing on 

our personal skills. As well as working on our 

co-ordination will be learning to follow 

instructions,stay on task, keep trying and take 

control. 

Love Reading  
Did you know that reading at home with your 

child makes a huge difference to their learning in 

school, enriching their vocabulary and enabling 

them to become better writers? At Cottingham we 

want to encourage children to read as much as 

possible at home. With this is mind, we aim for 

our pupils to have read at home with an adult at 

least 5 times each week. It doesn’t have to be for 

long…little and often can make such a difference. 

Once you have read with your child, pop a note in 

their yellow reading diary. Reading records will 

be checked and initialled by Mrs Wilson every 

Friday and those children who have read at least 

5 times will be rewarded with an amazing 5 raffle 

tickets to go into the draw at the end of the week. 

We will also be continuing with our weekly inter-

class 5x reading competition. Let’s make 

Amazing Ash class the first class to win the 

coveted 5x reading trophy! 
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Literacy  
 We will be begin the term by learning how to write a 

journey story. We will be using the classic children’s 

book ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ as stimulus and 

learning the story of ‘Little Charlie and the Lighthouse 

Keeper’. The children will be then change the story to 

write their own versions before writing a journey story 

of their very own. 

 

We will be continuing to use Kinetic Letters to make 

our handwriting as beautiful as possible. The 

programme focuses on building strength and stamina 

in writing and encourages children to form each letter 

of the correct size and orientation. Watch this space 

for a parent workshop on Kinetic Letters! 

 

Spelling will be taught both within Literacy lessons 

and discretely. Our year 1 boys and girls will continue 

to have daily phonics lessons following the RWInc 

scheme and while Year 2 will be taught spelling rules 

through the RWInc Spelling Planet scheme. 

Numeracy  
We will begin the year with a unit of work on Place 

Value. Children will secure their knowledge of 

numbers to 100 and learn how to represent the 

numbers using pictures, apparatus and in writing. 

 

We will then move onto a unit of work on Addition and 

Subtraction. Children will learn to represent and use 

number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20. 

 

Some will also learn to recall and use addition and 

subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use 

related facts up to 100. 

 

 Find out more http://whiterosemathshub.co.uk/ 

 

Behaviour & Reward 
We will be continuing to use our school-

wide ‘Snakes and Ladders’ behaviour and 

reward system this term. The emphasis of 

the system is on rewarding positive 

behaviour and team work. Children will be 

moved up the ladder for demonstrating our 

school values of Care, Build, Follow, Think 

as well as earning house points for their 

teams by showing other positive learning 

behaviours. Please speak to Mrs Wilson 

for more details. 

 

Please follow @CottinghamCofE for daily news 

and updates regarding the super children at 

Cottingham CofE Primary School.  It takes just 

a few minutes to log in and sign up. 

Dates for the diary 
Autumn Term 1 

Wednesday 24th October – Class 

worship – 2.30pm 

Thursday 11th October – Key Stage 1 

Open afternoon and reading workshop – 

1.30pm onwards.  

Friday 12th October 9.30 – 10.30  

Whole School Church Harvest Worship 

Keep your eyes peeled for more details 

via parentmail! 

 

Attendance  
Each class has the opportunity to win the attendance trophy in our special celebration worship 

every Friday. Come on team Ash! 

 

http://whiterosemathshub.co.uk/


 

Collective Worship 
 The first Ash Class Worship will be on  Wednesday 24th October  when we will WOW you with some of 

our learning.  All are warmly invited to come along and join us. 

 

Mon – Class Singing Worship Tues/Wed – Whole Sch Worship Thur – Class Worship Fri – Special Awards 

 Please come and join in with our Special Award Worship every Friday at 2:30.  We do ask that you bring 

along your singing voices.  Who will receive the class Star of the Week/Headteacher’s Award? 

 

Homework 
Homework will comprise of 3 main 

elements: reading 5 times a week, Maths 

and Spelling. 

Maths homework will be set online each 

week on the MyMaths program. You will 

soon receive a letter with log in details for 

your child. Work will be set each Friday to 

be completed by the following Friday. 

Please speak to Mrs Wilson if you are 

unable to access MyMaths online. 

Your child will receive an overview of 

spellings to be learned each week 

throughout the short term along with ideas 

about how to support your child in learning 

spelling. Please note that the children will 

not be tested in school. 

 

As the rainy weather 

approaches… 

While we are very lucky to have such a 

lovely school playground for the children to 

enjoy, it can become a little muddy during 

the autumn and winter months. In order to 

keep our classroom and school nice and 

clean, we would like to encourage you to 

bring in some named wellies or outdoor 

shoes for your child to change into at 

playtime. These can be stored below your 

child’s name peg on the trolley in our 

cloakroom.  

 

Reading Books 
In Ash class, we encourage the children to change their books independently. This is best done in the 

morning at the start of the day. However, if you feel you would like to give your child a helping hand in 

choosing a book they will enjoy, please feel free to pop in through the Willow class entrance to help them 

with their selection from the correct colour box. Your child or any of the adults working in the class will be 

able to show you where the books are situated.  

 


