
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Oak Class 

Autumn 1 2018 

Welcome Back 
I am so pleased to be working with Oak Class this 

year, and have been impressed with how well they 

have adapted to their new Key Stage 2 routine, and 

how mature our Year 4 children have supported the 

transition of their younger classmates. The children 

have all made me feel very welcome at Cottingham 

CofE too! We are pleased to have some new 

children in our class who have already made lots of 

friends. It has been a delight to see the children 

demonstrating our school values and showing 

kindness and compassion to each other.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel 

free to come and see me either at the start or the 

end of the school day. I will also be holding an 

informal ‘meet the teacher’ session after school next 

Tuesday, 18th September. Please drop by if you 

can. 

 

Learning Journey 
This term our topic is Egypt! 

We have made an enthusiastic start to our new 

topic of Egypt by making scarab beetles, designing 

a sarcophagus and analysing Egyptian artefacts. 

Over the coming weeks, children will be learning all 

about the history and geography of Egypt, making 

papier mache Canopic jars, composing Egyptian 

drum rhythms and exploring the mummification 

process.  

We will also be discovering why the Nile was so 

important to the Ancient Egyptians, and will link this 

to thinking about the importance of water in our 

modern lives.  

   

Literacy  
Alongside our regular guided reading, 

handwriting, spelling and grammar sessions, 

we will be exploring a range of fiction and non-

fiction texts through the Talk for Writing 

approach. Our first fiction text is ‘Kassim and 

the Hungry Fox’ by Pie Corbett, which will 

provide inspiration for the exploration and 

invention of warning stories.  

To link to our topic, children will be given the 

opportunity to write a warning story based upon 

Ancient Egypt, so any extra investigation into 

the topic outside of school will help to inspire 

great ideas. 

Love Reading  
After a successful start last year, our five-times-a-

week reading challenge will continue. The 

children’s first job each morning is to mark on my 

reading record whether they read the night 

before. There are house points to be awarded for 

consistent reading, so please, encourage your 

child to read whenever possible and don’t forget 

to sign their books. It all counts: fiction, non-

fiction, comics, recipe books, newspapers…if it 

interests your child, please support it!  

I will also be reading to the children from our 

class novel every day after lunch. Our first novel 

is ‘There’s a Pharaoh in our Bath!’ by Jeremy 

Strong, which we are all enjoying immensely. If 

you have the opportunity, your children would 

love to hear you read to them (particularly if you 

can do good character voices!) 
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PE 

Oak Class will be having PE lessons each week on 

Tuesday afternoons and Thursday mornings.  We will 

be working on developing individual skills and 

inspiring a love of physical activity, and will also be 

thinking about the social, emotional and personal 

skills needed for PE. The children all have a smart 

new PE shirt, so please make sure that this is named 

and in school with their PE kits at all times so that 

they don’t miss out.  

This year we are very excited to be teaching a new 

PE scheme called ‘Real PE’. This is a unique and 

child-centred approach to the teaching of PE which is 

designed to engage and support every child. The 

scheme develops a the key abilities children need to 

be successful within PE, sport and across the 

curriculum. 

They will be learning lots of new games in their 

lessons. Maybe they would like to teach you how to 

play them at home! 

 

Numeracy  
Numeracy in Oak Class will follow the White Rose 

scheme of learning, which focusses on developing 

mastery of each mathematical area. This term, we 

will be looking at Roman Numerals and place value, 

and will be consolidating and developing our addition 

and subtraction skills. As multiplication is such a 

fundamental skill in maths, we will continue to focus 

on this in Year 3/4. Any support that you can give at 

home with learning times tables would benefit the 

children greatly. 

 
 

 Find out more http://whiterosemathshub.co.uk/ 

Behaviour & Reward 
I am pleased to report that there have been 

many house points, raffle tickets and 

children reaching for the stars in the short 

time we have been back at school. Oak 

Class are full of ideas and enthusiasm for 

their work! 

I have been extremely impressed with how 

well the children understand the school 

values. This clearly shows in their 

behaviour and in their relationships with 

their peers and the school staff.  

 

Please follow @CottinghamCofE for daily news 

and updates regarding the super children at 

Cottingham CofE Primary School.  It takes just 

a few minutes to log in and sign up. 

Dates for the diary 
Autumn Term 1 

 

Tuesday 18th September 3.15 – 4.00  

Meet the teacher in Oak classroom. 

Friday 12th October 9.30 – 10.30  

Whole School Church Harvest Worship 

 

 

Attendance -  
Each class has the opportunity to win the attendance trophy in our special celebration worship 

every Friday. Come on team Oak! 

 

http://whiterosemathshub.co.uk/


 

 

Collective Worship 
 The first Oak Class Worship will be on November 21st at 2.30pm, when we will WOW you with some of our 

learning.  All are warmly invited to come along and join us. 

 

Mon – Class Singing Worship Tues/Wed – Whole School Worship Thur – Class Worship Fri – Special Awards 

 Please come and join in with our Special Award Worship every Friday at 2:30.  We do ask that you bring 

along your singing voices.  Who will receive the class Star of the Week/Headteacher’s Award? 

 

Homework 
 

Children will receive a spelling list this Friday which will show all of the words I would like the 

children to practise spelling this term. From next week, they will begin to receive multiplication 

homework too. 

My Maths will continue to be set every Friday and needs to be completed by the following 

Friday. Please encourage your child to complete this independently so that I can spot any 

areas that need further support. 

In addition, I will soon send home a sheet with optional creative homework. This is intended to 

give ideas and inspiration for work that your child might like to do at home, and will support their 

learning in class. However, do not be limited by my suggestions! Any work linked to our class 

topics would be welcome, and we would love it if your child brought their creations to school so 

that we can all enjoy them. 

 


