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Hawthorn Class 
Spring 2 2020 

     Welcome Back 
Welcome back to a brand new half term at 

Cottingham and another busy one it will be too! At 

the end of last term, everyone took part in a litter 

pick as part of our community focused values day. It 

was really pleasing to see how willing everyone in 

Hawthorn was to help out and they made a 

difference to our lovely village green.  

SATs week is rapidly approaching – week 

beginning 11th May- so if you or the children do 

have any questions or worries that you would like to 

discuss, please bring them along to parents day- 9th 

May- or alternatively book an appointment to see 

me.  

As the children may have already told you, the 

children have begun to practise for this year’s 

Spotlight Dance. I genuinely can’t wait to see the 

finished piece as it looks like it will be the best one 

yet! Final details will be coming out very soon with 

costume and timings on it however I can tell you 

that if you have any 80s neon hanging around, you 

may want to keep a hold of it!  

 
 

Learning Quest 
This term our learning quest is, “Would you want to 

be a Roman soldier?” The conclusion to our heroes 

quest last term was extremely successful, with our very 

informative, heroes’ careers evening. I was very proud 

of the children and the thoughtful questions that they 

came up with to ask about the different careers and the 

compliments that we received about the children’s 

behaviour were fantastic. This also included the 

wonderful array of foods that were available and I am 

reliably informed that the shortcake biscuits, that were 

carefully planned, tasted fabulous. Well done to 

everyone for all of the effort. I hope that the evening, 

along with all the research you did into heroes 

throughout history, gave you a really clear 

understanding of what hero meant (many of the 

children told me that they had changed their own 

opinions on heroes since the start of the topic.  

We are now about to start our new quest for the term, 

all to do with the Romans. The children are going to be 

given the job of finding out about life as a roman soldier 

in order to create their own recruitment video. Much 

interesting research to come I suspect!  

  Behaviour  
I am continuing to be very proud of the behaviour 

of all in Hawthorn class. There continues to be 

few repeated entries into the behaviour book and 

the role model attitude that we have been 

embedding. I was also really pleased that we 

earnt the attendance reward last term- it is great 

to see everyone so keen to be at school!  

 

CARE-BUILD-FOLLOW-THINK 

Love Reading 
Please be aware that all children should be 

bringing home a reading book so please get in 

touch if this has been an issue. I hope that the 

children have enjoyed the new choice of the 

100 books to read in year 5/6. I really enjoyed 

the one that I chose, The Dream Snatcher by 

Abi Elphinstone. Please be aware that all 

parents can purchase a book from our Amazon 

wish list to recognise World Book day this year.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Literacy 
Our first literacy unit of this term is about persuasive 

writing, which will then feed into our quest about the 

Romans, trying to persuade people to join the 

Roman army. The children have begun by trying to 

persuade Mrs Wason that she should open a box 

that she has been told that she should definitely not 

open! We will be looking at a variety of persuasive 

techniques. We are continuing to look at improving 

our sentence structure and we have begun to focus 

on five different ways to up level sentences: using 

relative clause, subordinate clauses, adverbials, 

noun phrases and vocabulary. Please support the 

children’s writing at home by discussing these with 

them and asking them to talk about examples. This 

will also help with their grammar tests.   

Numeracy  
This term in Hawthorn our topics in maths are: ratio, 

decimals, percentages, algebra, perimeter, area, 

volume and statistics.  

Last term, most of the children began to use our new 

multiplication programme, Times Tables Rock Stars. 

This was done as a trial with Hawthorn Class and I am 

pleased to say that because it was so popular with the 

children, it has now been purchased permanently and 

across the school. The children can now use their 

previous passwords to log on to their accounts again.  

 Find out more http://whiterosemathshub.co.uk/ 

PE 

This term we are concentrating on different team 

work games that will allow the children to work 

together to complete tasks, emphasising social 

skills and being supportive of team members.      

PE will continue take place on a Tuesday and a 

Wednesday afternoon but please remember that 

this term we are doing things a little differently and 

would ask that children in Hawthorn only bring in 

PE kits on PE days rather than having them all 

week. 

Collective Worship 
 Mon – Class Singing Worship Tues/Wed – Whole Sch Worship Thur – Class Worship Fri – Special Awards 

 Please come and join in with our Special Award Worship every Friday at 2:30.  We do ask that you bring 

along your singing voices.  Who will receive the class Star of the Week/Headteacher’s Award? 

 

Please follow @Cottingham CofE for daily news 

and updates regarding the super children at 

Cottingham CofE Primary School.  It takes just 

a few minutes to log in and sign up. 

Dates for the diary 
Spring term 2 

24th February- school reopens to pupils 

5th March- world book day 

9th March- parent day  

11th March- parents’ evening online 

safety session 

Week beginning 23rd March- bikeability 

year 5s 

27th March- PTFA mufti day 

30 March- Spolight Dance rehearsal  

1/2nd April- Spotlight Dance (times to 

be confirmed)  

3rd April – end of term  

Week beginning 11th May- SATs week  

Homework 
This week new spellings will be set for both 

the year 5s and year 6s. I will also be asking 

the children to ensure that they are practising 

their multiplications at home; however, it is 

now using the Times Tables Rock Stars to 

practise any of the multiplication tables that 

they are not as familiar with or just wish to 

increase their speed. Weekly maths 

homework will continue to be set on a Friday 

with My Maths to be completed by the 

following Friday but, as always, please feel 

free to use the site to practise any skills that 

the children may be feeling a little less 

confident with.   

http://whiterosemathshub.co.uk/

