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‘Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves.’
Philippians 2:3

Safeguarding

Dear Parent/carer,
Each week, Duncan Mills, the CEO of PDET writes to all
academies/schools. Each message starts with a well wish. Staff
are constantly thanked by Duncan, ‘I want to carry on thanking
our staff in our PDET academies. It was a long tiring half term
from the beginning of September to the end of October and it
is no less difficult now.’ Duncan often apologises for writing the
same message. I do not ever believe that he needs to apologise.
More often than not, I start my message in these news headlines
by saying that the time passes quickly etc. Again, I say the same
thing with no apology. The time passes at our school due to the
continuous efforts of all that are involved in what we call the
Cottingham Community. During these very different Covid-19
times, we have that air of uncertainty over us all. What is certain,
is that the children are very happy at school as shown again in
almost 98% attendance overall. The staff attendance is very
similar also! I was speaking to Duncan Mills about this and I
mentioned that there was some luck involved. He disagreed and
put it all down to everyone’s efforts which was nice to hear. I think
that I now agree with him.
It is now clear that we are entering the Christmas period. The
school calendar is jam packed and as always, December will be
hectic for everyone. Christmas at Cottingham will kick off next
week as we take delivery of not one but two trees. I am really
looking forward to seeing the trees lit up and decorated by Mrs
Southcombe on what will be her 60th Birthday!!!! Hopefully she will
have lots and lots of decorations to put up on her special day. In
this edition of the News, you will read many updates some of which
relating to Christmas. Please do have a good read and share with
the children. Lots of award winners are also included and can be
seen proudly showing their certificates. Every week, the award
winners can be seen via Twitter so if you are not a follower yet
please do sign up.
We always like to support our community both near and far.
During our last values day we raised a whopping £257.10 for
Compassion UK. We hope to add to this total before the end of
term with donations in lieu of sending Christmas cards/gifts. More
information further on.
It is always good to get into classes and last week I was able to
observe maths in KS2. I was very impressed with what I saw and
especially the enthusiasm for maths shown by the children. I wish
my teachers made maths interesting and accessible for me when
I was at school.
Have a lovely week, Mr Scott

As you know, a discussion was had with all
children regarding a potential classroom
safety lockdown. Thank you for the feedback
that was received. It has already been
discussed and some of which will be actioned.
Any future discussions/drills will be shared
with you prior to them happening so that
family discussions can take place at home.

WE REMEMBER
At 11:00 on the 11/11, the school was silent
for 2 minutes as we remembered and
thought about all of our heroes. Children in
Hawthorn class made these lovely poppies.

Year 6 Residential 2021
Rock UK Frontier Centre

Attention Year 6……….Change of Date!!!!

Unfortunately, due to latest government
guidelines, residential activities are not advised
to go ahead during the autumn term. We have
re-booked Rock UK for Monday 8th February –
Friday 12th 2021. More information will follow in
shortly
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Christmas Tree Decorations
‘Care, Build, Follow, Think’

Beaumanor Hall Residential 2021

This year due to children being in bubbles,
we will be having 2 Christmas trees – one
in KS1 and one in KS2.
Children are warmly invited to make a
decoration for the tree with a theme of
‘Care, Build, Follow & Think’
Both trees will be decorated on Monday
30th November. Any decorations not used
will be donate to the Manor House care
home!

Following the recent success of this year’s residential
for Year 2 and Year 4 we have now booked for next year
as follows:
Year 2 – Thursday 25th – Friday 26th February 2021
Year 4 – Wednesday 5th – Friday 7th May 2021
Whether the residential will go-ahead as overnight
stays will depend upon Covid-19 and Government
guidelines/advice.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Thursday 17th December is Christmas
Lunch Day. Kingswood Catering will be
providing a traditional Christmas Lunch
for all children in KS1 & KS2 which you
may order for your child by the usual
method:
www.kingswoodcatering.co.uk
If you choose to send your child in with a
packed lunch – you are more than
welcome to make it as festive as you like.
We also hope that the man himself will
make a masked appearance!

CHRISTMAS
CARDS & GIFTS
It seems madness to be discussing Christmas but
we need to be prepared I guess. Thank you to a
parent who contacted me to ask about Christmas
cards and children sending them etc. To give you
plenty of notice children will be allowed to send
one card to a class. They will still be able to post
this in our post box and the card will be delivered
and no doubt displayed in the class. Children are
more than welcome to send cards to more than
one class. Children are also welcome to send
individual cards to staff in the same way. You
may well be pleased to not have to oversee 30
cards being written! If your child would still like
to send individual cards then please could an
adult hand these out outside of school?
Children are more than welcome to send gifts to
staff or if you would prefer please feel free to
send in a donation to Compassion UK and we will
add to our curling sponsorships! You may also
want to send in a donation rather than having to
buy cards. Hope this is helpful!

POST BOX AVAILABLE FROM 1st DECEMBER!
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HOME LEARNING PACKS
By now, your child will have received a home learning pack. The pack consists of a number of resources that you
might find useful to support with home learning/homework. The pack is also sent so that we are prepared for
remote learning although we have our fingers crossed that will not be the case. Please encourage your
son/daughter to look after the pack and use to assist with their learning at home. We would hope that the pack
can follow your child through the years and that items could be replenished by yourselves as and when they are
required. Please do Tweet/email pictures of the packs being used to enhance learning at home.

COMPASSION UK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2zu70Gb3xI&list=PLKlFYnKUPXNy0Ci6N1j4YGUkJhBO
ar70Q&index=13
Thank you so much for supporting Josefa during these unprecedented times.
Your monthly donations, letters and prayers are helping release Josefa from extreme poverty in Jesus’
name. Your thoughtful contribution is a reminder that they’re known, loved and infinitely valuable to God.
This month, instead of our regular e-news, we'd like to share a video update from Josefa’s country.
It's a difficult time all around the world, as well as at home. Many parents and caregivers of sponsored
children have lost jobs, leading to food insecurity and the risk of homelessness. Your donations are being
used to bring hope and much needed support to those living in extreme poverty during a global pandemic.
In Nicaragua, our staff share:
"Supporters are the instruments of God. With their support, many children have been receiving the different
attention in health, food, in spiritual and emotional support." Keyla Hernández, Senior Manager of
Programme Support

Watch our message from the field and see how your donations
are providing Josefa with a future.
Thank you again for all that you're doing for Josefa during this time. You’re helping our church
partners provide vital care throughout this challenging season. You’re enabling them to be God’s hands
and feet, bringing His light of hope to children living in extreme poverty.
We're so grateful for your faithful support. Please help us continue this work as we seek to release children
from poverty in Jesus’ name.
God bless you,
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HEADTEACHER AWARD WINNER
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STAR OF THE WEEK AWARD WINNERS

Christmas Decorations
Our two trees will be delivered next week and will need decorations. All children are
invited to make and bring in a CARE-BUILD-FOLLOW-THINK themed decoration. More
the merrier as we will donate some of them to the Manor House Care home. For
each decoration made, children cad ass a house team token to the collector tubes in
the hall!
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WONDERFUL WRITER AWARD WINNERS

PLAYGROUND AWARD WINNERS
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Independent Art
Some of the children in Ash and Willow have
been taught art by Mr Scott lately. We have all
been impressed with the extra art work that has
been carried out at home. The children have
shown super tonal work in these pictures.

SPELLING BEE!!
You will now have received a new set of spellings for
the children to learn at home. The spellings sent were
ones that the children commonly spell incorrectly. The
children will need to learn these words at home in
readiness for a house team spelling competition in the
last week of term.

Children in Need
Due to other fundraising efforts this year we
did not raise money for Children In Need.
Although no money was raised, we did raise
smiles and awareness of such a good cause.
No doubt many of you donated in your own
ways to yet another amazing total ££££££.
Check out some of these yellow Pudsey style
pictures.
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Over the last couple of weeks our Key Stage 2 have been treated to three days of sport which have included
Curling and Archery. This week David Dent from COTSSP will be coming into school to deliver a Badminton day
to our Key Stage two children, our scores will be recorded and put against other schools so fingers crossed we
have some top scorers.

It has been great to see our sports crew now officiating sports on the playground at lunchtimes, the ten
children spent a day working with Leigh from REAL PE who worked with the children on being role models to
our younger children, as well as refereeing games the children are also going to be help coaching the children
in various sports.

During the first week back it has been so good to see so many children attending out after school clubs,
unfortunately the funded places have got to stop for the foreseeable future to the new rules and regulations.
We will look to carry on with clubs as soon as we can.
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Admissions Arrangements 2020/2021
See below relevant dates for admissions for September 2021.
We would be delighted to show prospective parents around on a 1:1 basis.
Please call Mrs Southcombe in the office to make an appointment 01536 771391

10th September 2020
9th November 2020 –
18th December 2020
15th January 2021
9th February 2021
26th February 2021
By 28th February
2021
th
14 April 2021
16th April 2021

Applications opened for 2021 reception / junior places via Northamptonshire County
Council.
NCC consultation period on changes to admission policies for 2022-23
Statutory closing date for primary applications
NCC sends applications to own Admission Authority schools (check s2s)
Schools need to send ranked list of applicants back to NCC
Your admission arrangements for 2022-23 must be determined and on your academy
website
Provisional intake lists for Sept 2021 sent to schools from NCC
National offer day for all primary places (Sept 2021)

Tennis - Year 1
Now that the year 2 children have enjoyed a
term of tennis coaching it is now the turn of
the year 1 children. They have a few more
weeks to go and are enjoying learning how to
play tennis. If you would like to find out more
about tennis lessons after school, please
contact Juliette at the Corby Tennis Centre.
She will be very pleased to hear from you.

IN IT TO WIN IT
If you are able to join in with the school’s
lottery then please do. You’re taking part
helps add to school funds and recently helped
us to purchase new I-Pads to use in KS1.
Thank you.
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Academic Year 2020 to 2021
Term

Open to pupils on the morning of

Closed at the end of the afternoon on

Term 1

Wednesday 2 September 2020

Friday 23 October 2020

Term 2

Tuesday 3 November 2020

Friday 18 December 2020

Term 3

Wednesday 6 January 2021

Friday 12 February 2021

Term 4

Monday 22 February 2021

Friday 26 March 2021

Term 5

Monday 12 April 2021

Friday 28 May 2021

Term 6

Monday 7 June 2021

Tuesday 20 July 2021

Teacher training Days 2020 to 2021

Confirmed dates:






Tuesday 1 September 2020
Monday 2 November 2020
Monday 4 January 2021
Tuesday 5 January 2021
Friday 26 March 2021

See below training days for September 2021 – July 2022:
•

September 1st 2021

•

September 2nd 2021

•

September 3rd 2021 Whole Trust Training Day

•

January 4th 2022

•

February 21st 2022

*Please be reminded that INSET dates could change. Where possible sufficient notice will
always be given.
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GUITAR
The KS2 children were invited to enjoy a
FREE taster session last week. We now
have 22 children filling all possible spaces
this term. For some of the children, it is
their first time learning the guitar so
can’t wait to see what they learn. The
more experienced players are happy to
get playing again. We hope to bring you
news of a Zoom event very soon!

PTFA – AMAZON
An incredible £173.55 was collected in the individual class
penny jars. This is an incredible amount and will go
towards the purchase of tablets for KS2. Thank you to all
of those who have contributed. Thanks again to the PTFA
who have now given the school 16 of these tablets that
Hawthorn class will use to aid their learning.

Odd Socks
The children and staff got out of the
wrong side of the bed recently and
managed to wear odd socks. It’s OK
though as we were showing our
awareness of everyone and that we
are all different in some way.
Hopefully socks have been repaired and normal business will
apply.
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